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There is good reason for men to hold tenaciously
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If I had become pregnant as a result of the rape and was told there were
no funds to pay for an abortion, I would have found some means to abort - I
would even have considered a risky self-induced abortion.
I would be twice victimized by such a forced pregnancy.

There is no way that
It is hard even to imagine

suffering nine months of pregnancy which would continually remind me of the horror
of rape.

And how would I behave as a mother to a child who would be a visual

symbol of that violent act?
to pay for an abortion.

I am fortunate because, if necessary, I could afford

But Congress has passed a discriminatory law that tells

low-income women they do not have the same rights as wealthier women.

In the

years before abortion was legal, the rich could find a way to buy safe medical
abortions and poor women suffered at the hands of criminal abortionists.

Now, an

official government policy, passed by Congress and sanctioned by President Carter,
endorses this discriminatory policy.
I began by saying my life has been forever changed by rape.

Part of that

change is learning to live with fear and learning to direct anger in constructive
ways.

People who write the laws that affect women who live in poverty are all

too often entirely unaware of the impact of these laws.

This is obviously the

case when the laws are directly related to reproductive decisions.

